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Purpose:

As a student in an academically rigorous program, one of the greatest challenges you’ll face is “information overload.” Developing strong organizational skills will help you conquer the formidable task of managing your work so that your energy may be more wisely expended. 

Requirements:

· Three-ring binder (1 inch)   
** “Durable” recommended**

· Eight tab dividers that can be labeled

· Your name and course clearly visible on outside cover of notebook 

The Sections:

Your notebook will need 8 distinct dividers to organize your information into sections.  

The following is how to properly label and order each section.

First:

Course Information


Fifth:

Writer’s Workshop
Second:  
Vocab Builders 


Sixth:

Grammar
Third:

Literary Terms


Seventh:
Keystone Prep
Fourth: 
Literature



Eighth:

Miscellaneous

Expectations:

· Use your notebook only for Honors English 10

· Bring notebook to class with you every day

· Promptly add all handouts, notes, work, etc. 

· Place papers in proper sections

· Maintain neatly and in chronological order

· Take pride in appearance of notebook

· Develop consistent habits of good organization

Grading:

Your notebook will be collected during each marking period and graded for its neatness and completeness. These points will be approximately 5% of your average for a marking period. The percentage may sound insignificant, but such small points can have a huge impact on averages that are on the border of a grading category. 

Points will be docked for missing information, incomplete work, information not in its proper section or out of sequence, inclusion of materials not relevant to the course, careless maintenance, and any other problems that reflect a lack of careful organization.




























































Vocabulary Builders








Development of an extensive and sophisticated vocabulary is a primary course objective. To achieve this goal, you will learn a new vocabulary word as a daily “bellringer” exercise and be regularly assessed on your knowledge of these terms.








Daily Responsibilities:


Upon entering the classroom immediately add the daily Vocab Builder on the board to the vocabulary list in your notebook. Do not wait for direction to begin. 


After adding the word and definition, practice using the word correctly by also writing an original sentence that demonstrates understanding. Be prepared to share your sentences as I will call on all students periodically, not just volunteers.


Maintain a neat and complete list of Vocab Builders that is numbered cumulatively (i.e. from 1 to 150) and designates each week. Proper labeling of weeks separates the words for better organization that also aids in review.








Assessment of Vocab Builders:


Quizzes will be given every Monday (or the first day of the week the class meets). 


The good : A quiz will cover only the words that were given in the previous week (i.e. a maximum of five words, occasionally less!).


The bad :  The quiz is entirely from memory. 


The ugly :  You must be prepared to recall each word, correctly spelled, with a complete definition, as well as demonstrate understanding with a sentence.


The scoring : Each quiz will be worth 20 points, which can boost your grade or bruise it, depending on whether you attempt to learn what is required: a mere word a day.


Periodic tests will emphasize the ability to utilize the vocabulary in context.


Notebook checks will include an inspection of your definitions and sentences.


Regular use of Vocab Builders is not only encouraged, it is expected in essays as part of improving writing style.




































































The Notebook








Comes with a SATisfaction Guarantee!


     If you truly add these words to your vocabulary, your score on the  


     Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) will be increased. Words are 


     chosen from the “SAT High-Frequency Word List.” 











